
Letter frqln" a 'Ie"apnaei:

Dear Friends,

I am the oldest in ofo b of t5 children, and the on! one who became a trapper-hunter-fisherman.

'{Ithough 
ny father had some influence on me os a hunter, ry2 attraction to trapping came at an ear! age uia a

Mdtis trapper who liued in n12 communig. He had no children, but wished to pursue the traditions of hts father

- traditions that required a son in the bow ofhis canoe while trapping,

"frhins; 
and hunting. I became hri substifute s on, and he became 4y hero

and. role model. He taught me how to trap muskrofs and minh in the marsh

behind n11 home. He encouraged n1y trapping uenturu b2 giaing me an old 
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canoe to repair and b7 setetly placingbeauers in ny beginner trap sets. He yTLDLTFE popULATIoNs

was odmired in the communi! as a renowned ofter trapper uho glad!

shared his aast knowledge of wildhfe. BALANCED wrrH THEIR

The seed he planted in n11 soul took root. I decided to become a profusional 
HABTTATS '

trapper, against the wishes of rgt parents, who wanted to arrange for me to

. go to college. I soon learned that it was dificult to earn a liuing sole!1 from trapping, so with the blessing of ryy

parents, I chose a career in wildlife biolog. In this profession I could ohlb ,y trapping skilk to the

management and research of n.2 beloaed furbearers. As life rolled on I also became o trapper education

instructor, a part-time fur farmer, the president of the Trapperc Association of Noua Scotia, and fnal!14 a

director on the Board ofthe Fur Institute of Canada.

During this journg, I learned about the importance of trapping as a wildlife management tool. Furbearers are a

renewable resource and respond well to the modern science of wildlife management, which ensur€s the health

and welfare of animal populoffons. SuccessfuI trappers are among the best outdoorsmen in existence.

Trappinghas been under attach b1 animal nghts groups for some time. Actiuities of anti-fur groups haue

Iowered fur prices so much that mary no longer trap. Opponenk of trapping, as well as some folk who do not

understand the entire situation, question the need for trapping. Eoen ;f trapptng is not needed, and most wildlife

manage$ belieue it is, trapping is o legitimate actiai! that remooes excess cnimcls fron the wildlife population.

Sound wildlife management practices allow the haruest o/erces onimols because wildlfe is a renewable

resource. Trap.ptnghelps keep wildlife populotions balanced with their habitats. If beauers become too



numerous, there will not be enough trees to support them and thg will literal! eat themselues out of

house and home.,

I haae ofen pondered the question, "Wgt do I trap?" This trapping obsession cannot be explained b2 monetag

gains, which are so marginal and uncertain. I haue to look at ry1 ancestors within the process of euolutionto

explain the Creator's design of human behauiour. Studies o/skulls and teeth indicate that human beings are

omniuorous hunters and gatherers descended from a lifeline that is seaeral millionlears old. Science dictates

that the human brain couldn't haae eaolaed to its large si<e without the consumption of protein-rich meat. To

ossure suruiuol and deuelopment, the

Creator sur$t had to cause the euolution of

natural insfincfs, desires, and contentment

in ossocfation uith hunting and gathering. I
cannot conceiue that a few centuries of

modern liuing would complet$t erase

fnstincfs that are millions oflears old. I
belieae modern mon sfil/ pursu es these

natural instincts, euen in unnoturol sefting

where substitute behaaiours satisfi these

urges.

I haue also looked at the morali! of

trapping, since modern mon hos detached

himselffrom nature anil often considers

animal use immoral. For me, moralig

implies a spirituol connection to goodness

and respect according to conscience, God, or the Creotor. M2 understandings ond/eelfngs for nature are central

to trly soul - while seeminglt absent in modernhumans uho haae detached themselaes from natural processes.

I am perplexed b2 the ertreme oiew that sgls the Creator made a mistoke in his design of natural predator-prg

relationships. I fnd great comfort in the beliefthet, as a trapper, I am a predator in the Creator's dnrgn of

nature's surpluses. At the same time, I reali<e that because of current ertraordinay human population numbers,

man's predatory actiuities need to be regulated and controlled out ofrespect for the Creator's design.

Thus, spiritua$, on the trapline, I feel that I am one with nature.

I hope these personal notes help to explain m2 perconal point of uiew. Thank2ou J'or reading.

PauITufis


